196                                         JOURNAL    1931
Marius on the screen.85 Wonderful acting. Raimu masterful. Excel-
lent dialogue, uselessly (hence tiresomely) broken by views sure to
put the audience's imagination to sleep. An art in which nothing is left
to suggestion. Give me rather the theater. , . .
But I strive to notice especially the advantages, whatever the
change may be. This is one of the first principles of my self-education.
Massis, after having proclaimed my bankruptcy," now holds me
responsible for the bankruptcy of the generation following me. He sees
salvation only in clinging to old principles. I hold, on the contrary, that
everything must be questioned anew and that nothing solid can be
built on these rotten props. He takes me for a destructive spirit, or
above all tries to pass me off as such. But what I am destroying is al-
ready falling in ruins. It is the tremendous hope filling me that keeps
me from clinging to the past. What was interests me and what is; but
even more what may be and what I should like there to be.
Cuverville, late October
Salvemini asks me to intervene in regard to Lauro de Bosis.86 He
sends me all the documents he has managed to gather together relat-
ing that hero's wonderful exploit I already knew most of them; they
had been given me by an intimate friend of Lauro de Bosis, particu-
larly his letter to the King of Italy, the one to the Italian people, and
the last will of the new Icarus, I cannot read these papers without the
greatest emotion; but what can I do? . . .
I must explain myself to Salvemini: despite my admiration for the
young hero's deed, I lack something: belief in liberty. It is most diffi-
cult for me to bring my own thought to light. The notion of liberty, as
it is taught us, seems to me singularly false and pernicious. And if I
approve the Soviet constraint, I must likewise approve the Fascist dis-
cipline. I am more and more inclined to believe that the idea of lib-
erty is but a snare. I should like to be sure that I should think the same
if I myself were not free, I who -cherish above all my own freedom of
thought; but I also believe, and more and more so, that man achieves
nothing worth while without constraint and that very rare are those
capable of finding that constraint in themselves. I also believe that the
ss After a phenomenal success on the stage in 1929, Marcel PagnoFs
play of Marseille life, Marius, was made into a film by him, with Raimu in
the tide role.
86 The gifted young Italian poet and essayist, Lauro de Bosis (1901-31),
became an active anti-Fascist and, learning to fly for this purpose, flew over
Rome on 2 October 1931, scattering leaflets addressed to the population and
to the King. Chased by pursuit planes, he vanished at sea on the return
flight